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wrapped up, among their most precious possessions.
Some have kept them for more than fifty years;
others have had them in their families from time
immemorial, and cherish them as household gods.

‘“ For some time, there had been seen a sort of
great rock, all of copper, the point of which projected
from the water; this gave passers-by the opportunity
to go and cut off pieces from it. When, however,
I passed that spot, nothing more was seen of it; and
I think that the storms—which here are very fre-
quent, and like those at Sea— have covered the rock
with sand. Our Savages [36] tried to persuade me
that it was a divinity, who had disappeared for some
reason which they do not state.

‘“ This Lake is, furthermore, the resort of twelve
or fifteen distinct nations —coming, some from the
North, others from the South, and still others from
the West; and they all betake themselves either to
the best parts of the shore for fishing, or to the
Islands, which are scattered in great numbers all
over the Lake. These peoples’ motive in repairing
hither is partly to obtain food by fishing, and partly
to transact their petty trading with one another, when
they meet. But God’s purpose was to facilitate the
proclaiming of the Gospel to wandering and vagrant
tribes—as will appear [37] in the course of this
Journal.

‘“ Having, then, entered Lake Tracy, we spent the
whole month of September in coasting along its
Southern shore— where, finding myself alone with
our Frenchmen, I had the consolation of saying holy
Mass, which I had been unable to do since my
departure from three Rivers.

‘“ After I had consecrated these forests by this



